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CROATIAN WOMAN INDICTED ON 
SMUGGLING ILLEGAL ALIENS INTO US, COUNTERFEIT PASSPORT CHARGES 

United States Attorney Paul I. Perez today announced the indictment of Ms. Jelena

Nicolic, 30, of Croatia.  Ms. Nicolic was arrested at Orlando International Airport on June

28, 2002, and appeared the next day before a Federal Magistrate Judge on a Complaint

charging her with smuggling illegal aliens into the country and with using a counterfeit

passport trying to enter the country.  Ms. Nicolic was detained pending consideration of her

case by a grand jury.  The indictment contains the same charges. 

Ms. Nicolic was indicted for one count of trying to smuggle illegal aliens into the

United States, and one count of using a counterfeit passport.  The smuggling charge

carries a minimum mandatory sentence of three years' imprisonment and a maximum

sentence of ten years' imprisonment, $250,000 fine, three years' supervised release, and

a mandatory special assessment of $100.  The counterfeit passport charge carries a

maximum sentence of ten years' imprisonment, $250,000 fine, three years' supervised

release, and a mandatory special assessment of $100.
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According to the indictment, Ms. Nicolic tried to smuggle in a family from Albania for

her own commercial advantage or financial gain. Apparently, their journey started in

Hungary, and they traveled through Germany and Mexico before landing in Orlando.

The case was investigated  by agents with the Immigration and Naturalization

Service   The case is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Bruce S.

Ambrose. 

An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation

of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent until, and unless,

proven guilty.


